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	A new health initiative to combat the infant mortality in the Black community is being launched in Seminole County by midwife Jennie Joseph.  Her number one concern is how often the rate of prematurity, low birth weight or infant death is at least double, if not triple, for African American babies as compared to other races. Sadly in Seminole County the 2006 statistics reflect an even greater disparity, 24 Black infant deaths per 1000 live births, which have been worsening over the last few years¹. 

Joseph, a midwife of twenty-seven years standing, has been practicing in the Orlando area since 1995.  Currently she is the owner and clinical director of The Birth Place, birthing center in Winter Garden, a program supported by her non-profit organization Commonsense Childbirth Inc. Her practice consists of women from all walks of life who have healthy pregnancies and babies under the care of Jennie’s innovative prenatal care program, aptly named The JJ Way™. A 2007 Study on one hundred of The Birth Place patients, who could have been at risk for a poor pregnancy outcome, was conducted by the Winter Park Health Foundation and showed no low birth weight or premature babies were delivered by any Black or Latina women attending the clinic. The average birth weight was 7lbs 7ozs and the average gestation was 39 weeks, outcomes attributed to The JJ Way prenatal healthcare delivery system. 

Seminole County Healthy Start Coalition has joined forces with Joseph’s Commonsense Childbirth Inc. to apply her JJ Way™ techniques to an outreach model in the hopes of reaching the community with vital health messages and in an effort to turn these statistics around. “Saving Our Babies – The JJ Way™ was launched in February 2008 and has already begun to impact local community leaders, business owners and churches with practical information and education about this desperate situation. Four Healthcare Navigators are on the ground, sharing resources, referrals and information in Sanford zip codes 32771 and 32773. The program’s mission is simple: to improve pregnancy and infant health by providing EDUCATION, improving ACCESS and providing SUPPORT. “Our goal is to engage the community to help us get the information out and to empower the women to help themselves”, says Joseph, “and therefore we chose ‘My people perish from lack of knowledge’ as the slogan for this campaign”.

The State of Florida is making strides in recognizing the extent of this problem. The Black Infant Health Practice Initiative (BIHPI) is a new law that was signed by Governor Charlie Crist in the summer of 2007 and is outlined in Chapter 383.2162 of the Florida Statutes (F.S.) A majority of the Florida Legislature and Governor Christ have declared that birth outcomes are "internationally recognized as measures of health for a community, as these outcomes are indicators of population sustenance, growth and quality of life."  Moreover, the legislative and executive branches of our state government have noted that "infant mortality disproportionately affects African-American infants." Although Seminole County is not one of the eight Florida counties chosen to participate in this statewide interdisciplinary collaborative at this time, the many caring agencies that work daily to improve the situation regarding infant health have been, and continue to work hard at resolving this issue. 

‘Saving Our Babies – The JJ Way™’ has called together leaders in the government, health, social service and faith communities for a breakfast symposium to be held on Friday April 11, 2008. The keynote speaker for this event, Dr. Charles Mahan, is Dean and Professor Emeritus at the College of Public Health and The Lawton and Rhea Chiles Center for Healthy Mothers and Babies at the University of South Florida. Hosted by Central Florida Regional Hospital in Sanford, the meeting will focus on sharing the facts and shaping solutions in a collaborative effort to end this runaway racial disparity. “Our combined strengths and efforts will prevail as we move forward with an agenda to improve the health of all members of our community, particularly our most vulnerable and needy populations, with this sincere effort to prevent infant deaths” states Joseph.
For more details call 407-860-0611 or e-mail jennie@jenniejoseph.com 
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